
T H E  W R E S T L I N G  O F  R A C H E L  A N D  L E A H  I N  
C H I L D B I R T H

Genesis 29:31—30:24
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Israel’s Sons, Gen 29:31—30:24; 35:16-18
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Jacob

Leah

Reuban
“Look, a Son”

Simeon
“(God) heard”

Levi
“Attachment”

Judah
“Let him be 

praised”

Issachar
“My hire”

Zebulun
“Gift/Honor”

Dinah

Zilpah

Gad
“Fortune”

Asher
“Blessing”

Rachel

Joseph
“Yahveh adds”

Benjamin
“Son of my right 

hand”

Bilhah

Dan
“Justice”

Nephtali
“Wrestling”

Line of Priests

Line of Kings
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God Prospers Jacob, Gen 30:25-43
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• Jacob “out-labans” Laban
[ Hebrew word play on laban (“white”) 30:37]

• Deal for the rarer sheep
• He uses a local custom which God blesses
• Jacob breeds the heartier sheep for himself
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