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Background to Genesis 38
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� Levirate Marriage (Deut 25:56, see handout)

� The Elder/Younger Brother Theme

� Deception Theme (Canaanite Daughter-in-Law)
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Lessons of Genesis 38
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� God’s Hand

� Judah Attempts to Circumvent both Levirate 
Marriage and the Rise of the Younger Brother

� God Will Continue His Program
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Locations in Genesis 38
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Adullam
Hebron

Timnah

http://www.sbranyan.com


The Line to Christ
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Abraham Isaac Jacob Judah Perez David CHRIST

Compare Ruth 4:18-22; Matt 1:3; Luke 
3:33
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